Membership Exam Questions
Commission on Ministry; rev. 12/10/2019
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NORTHWEST COAST
PRESBYTERY

Each candidate for membership in the North West Coast Presbytery will submit brief responses to the
following questions, which are based on the Constitutional Ordination questions (W-4.4003) and The
Ordination Questions: A Study for Church Officers (Geneva, 1996, Rice & Chinn) Space is limited to two--8'2"
by 11" pages single-sided. The intent of these questions is to address the W-4.4003 topics of examination
and currently relevant issues as they relate to them.
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1. The Church and Its Lord: Describe how you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of
all and Head of the church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
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2. The Authority of Scripture: What makes and how are the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to
be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal?
Describe how they are God’s Wotd to you?”
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3. The Church and Its Confessions: What does it mean to you to receive and adopt the essential tenets of
the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our Church (as authentic and reliable expositions
of what Scripture leads us to believe and do)? How are you, or will you be, instructed and led by those
confessions as you lead the people of God?
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4. Obedience to Christ: How “Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority
of Scripture, and continually guided by our confessions?”
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5. Governance and working in the Church:

5a. How will (or won’t) you be governed by our Church’s polity, and how will you abide by its
discipline?

5b. Who do you consider to be your colleagues in ministry, and how you will be a friend and work with
them?
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6. Personal Commitment: Describe how, in your own life, you seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love
your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world?”
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7. The Peace, Unity and Purity of the Church: Describe how you will further the peace, unity, and purity of
the Church in the context of your congregation/ministry, the presbytery, and the PCUSA.
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8. Service: What does it mean to you to seek to serve the people (a congregation or community ministry and
the Church universal) with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?
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9. Duties of the Office: How will you proclaim the Good News in preaching and teaching the Word? What
will you teach and practice about Baptism and Communion? What is your role in caring for people? Will
you be active in the governing bodies of the church, and if so, where would you like to serve? How will
you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christr”
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